
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Sternchemie leverages an affordable and high-quality lecithin source  

Rapeseed lecithin’s strengths become apparent in times of crisis  

 

Hamburg, November 2023. As commodity prices rise, cost reduction and supply chain security 

become critical issues for food manufacturers, particularly in times of crisis. In the ingredients 

business especially there is a need for available, cost-efficient, and functional alternatives. One 

of these is rapeseed lecithin.  

 

Lecithin from regionally grown rapeseed not only has cost advantages, it also scores points for 

availability, quality, functionality, and sustainability. Tom Eggerstedt, Product Manager 

Rapeseed lecithin at Sternchemie, says, “In the past, rapeseed was overshadowed by its 

botanical competitors sunflower and IP soy. But due to supply chain disruptions resulting from 

the various crises in the past three years, many of our customers have switched to rapeseed 

lecithin. And not just that – rapeseed stands out as a safe, available, lower priced, and more 

regional alternative. We get more and more feedback from customers saying that going forward 

they want to stay with this lecithin source.”  

 

Without doubt, economic considerations encourage a switch to rapeseed lecithin by customers. 

For over 30 years rapeseed lecithin has averaged lower in price than lecithin from other non-

GM botanical sources. As a natural product, mostly regionally grown and produced with short 

transport distances between growers and final customers, rapeseed lecithin also has an 

attractively low environmental impact. 

 

Extensive portfolio  

Sternchemie focuses on quality and functionality. “With its current quality standards, rapeseed 

has overcome the critical image it once had. By modifying seed and improvement of production 

and processing steps, today rapeseed lecithin has reached the same level as lecithin from other 

botanical sources,” says Kira Plake, Technical Product & Application Manager. “Undesirable 

erucic acid long ago stopped playing any role in cultivated rapeseed varieties.”   

 

Purely functionally, rapeseed lecithin is comparable to soy and sunflower lecithin, and therefore 

a very good GMO-free and allergen-free alternative. “Through continuous research in the area 

of product applications we are now able to use rapeseed lecithin in almost all applications with 

the highest degree of functionality,” explains Plake. Accordingly, in addition to IP soy and 

sunflower lecithin, Sternchemie offers an extensive line of rapeseed lecithin specialties, ranging 

from the standard liquid product to pure lecithin powder to sprayable and powdery compounds. 

 

 



 

 

Customer-oriented sourcing 

“It is our mission to manage the challenges on the ingredient markets with our product, process, 

and applications expertise, while always meeting customer needs,” comments Eggerstedt. 

Thanks to our wide network on the commodity market, we can anticipate and address crises 

and bottlenecks proactively. Sternchemie also offers individual consulting, as Plake notes: “In 

the current market context quality can vary greatly, and the customer is not always in a position 

to assess it. We can help with our product knowledge and application experience. We have 

always focused on quality and functionality in sourcing for our customers.”  

 

Sternchemie offers not only standard products, but also highly specialized customer solutions, 

which it continuously develops further, focusing on customer needs and tailor-made problem 

solutions. Technological applications advice, customer closeness, and on-site consulting are 

therefore part of Sternchemie’s service offerings and help ensure smooth processes. If needed 

the company will also assist with product implementation, and if desired will do so in person at 

the customer site.  

 

One more note: You can find photos of this press release under this link: 

https://mediastock.stern-wywiol-gruppe.de/share/CB857204-77DA-41B0-

A32A5D3B2F40B723/ 

 

About Sternchemie  

Sternchemie GmbH & Co. KG headquartered in Hamburg has been recognized worldwide as a 

specialist in lecithin and food lipids for over 40 years. Its product range includes lecithins from 

IP soy, rapeseed, and sunflower, and organic lecithins from soy and sunflower. It also supplies 

multifunctional MCT oils, vitamin-rich red palm oil, and spray-dried coconut milk. With production 

facilities in Germany, the Netherlands, Poland, India, Southeast Asia, and the US, and an 

international network of 20 foreign subsidiaries and numerous qualified foreign representatives, 

the company is represented in the world's key markets. As a member of the independent, owner-

operated Stern-Wywiol Gruppe with a total of twelve sister companies, Sternchemie can make 

use of many synergies. The company has access to the knowledge of some 170 R&D specialists 

and to the extensive applications technology of the large Stern Technology Center in 

Ahrensburg, Germany, as well as shared production facilities and the Group’s own logistics 

resources. Thus, it can offer customers a high degree of flexibility and innovation capabilities. 

The Stern-Wywiol Gruppe is one of the world's most successful international suppliers of food 

& feed ingredients.  
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